
Steve Slater looks back at the Turbulent flying episode of the 
late Duke of Edinburgh…

HRH Prince Philip

In 1960, Severne and ‘the Royal Turbulent’ were 
entered in the King’s Cup again. This time the aircraft 
took victory in the prestigious event, leading home fellow 
Tiger Club member Clive Francis for a Turbulent 1-2, at 
an astonishing 105mph. The Turbulent flew with the Tiger 
Club until being heavily damaged in an accident in 1995. 
The remains were subsequently acquired by Martin Jones 
and his team at Derby Airfield, who are also involved in 
the long-term restoration of the DH88 Comet racer, 
G-ACSP Black Magic.

After a number of years of hard work by LAA 
volunteers, including the late Stuart Jackson of the East 
Midlands LAA Strut and engine builder David Beale, the 
aircraft is almost ready for flight once again. Rather 
appropriately, among others the volunteers restoring the 
aircraft to flight are students working on the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award scheme. Before his passing, Prince 
Philip was approached by the team for permission for the 
aircraft to carry his ducal coat of arms once again, but 
one wonders, might a ‘By Appointment’ royal cypher on 
the fuselage perhaps be more appropriate? ■
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By Royal 
Appointment…

Top HRH Prince 
Philip prepares to fly 
the Tiger Club’s 
Turbulent G-APNZ in 
October 1959.

Above HRH had no 
problems flying the 
aircraft and came 
back with a broad 
grin on his face.

Princes Harry and William have rightly hit the 
headlines in past years with their rotary-
wing flying and their father, Prince Charles, 
was an enthusiastic pilot too. However, so 
far only one member of the Royal Family 
has ever flown a single-seat aircraft, and 

that is the late and much-mourned, HRH Prince Philip, the 
Duke of Edinburgh.

While Prince Philip had been RAF-trained (on a DH82A 
Tiger Moth and a Harvard), the single-seater that he flew 
wasn’t a fighter type. It was a Druine Turbulent, owned by 
the Tiger Club and powered by a 1500cc Volkswagen. It 
was a sign of a passion for flying, which led to the Duke 
clocking up 5,986 hours in 59 types of aircraft before 
hanging up his headset in 1997.

The invitation to fly the Turbulent came from his 
equerry, Squadron Leader John Severne (a former 
Lightning pilot, later to become Captain of the Queen’s 
Flight, and later still Air Vice-Marshal Sir John Severne). 
He had used the aircraft, G-APNZ, in the 1959 King’s Cup 
Air Race, ‘entered’ by Prince Philip in the manner of a 
racehorse owner and trainer. The aircraft was specially 
painted white with a green flash with the Duke’s crest 
painted on the cockpit side.

On 24 October of that same year, the Turbulent was 
flown from the Tiger Club’s base at Redhill to White 
Waltham, while Prince Philip arrived from Windsor Castle 
and donned his RAF flying suit. 

After a quick briefing from the Tiger Club’s ‘Le Patron’, 
Norman Jones, the Prince gleefully climbed aboard, 
observing with a wry grin that the publicity-conscious 
Jones had replaced his Royal cypher with a Tiger Club 
sticker on the side facing the photographers, and also 
noting the traditional Tiger Club warning placard on the 
dashboard, ‘All Aeroplanes Bite Fools’.

The prop was duly swung, and Prince Philip taxied out 
and took off. Whether the story that the Prince cheerfully 
infringed Heathrow’s airspace to take a look at ‘the family 
home’ is true or not, is open to conjecture. Even if it was, 
attitudes to airspace were rather different in those days.

Wherever he flew, the Prince arrived back half-an-
hour later with a big grin on his face, but in the 
absence of a helmet on a cold autumnal day, 
complained that the top of his head had got a bit chilly! 
It was then realised that the Prince was about six 
inches taller than Severne and that the top of the 
Turbulent’s windscreen had been trimmed to gain a few 
extra miles an hour in the King’s Cup.
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